
Become a Veterinary Assistant

Do you love animals? Have you ever thought about a career as a veterinary assistant? This
course, taught by a practicing veterinarian and college instructor, will give you the
information you need to prepare for work in veterinary hospitals.
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Course Information

Do you love animals? Have you ever thought about a career as a veterinary assistant? This
course, taught by a practicing veterinarian and college instructor, will give you the
information you need to prepare for work in veterinary hospitals.

What vaccinations do cats and dogs really need and how often should they be given? What
is the best way to control fleas? What do you do if your dog has a cut? What is the best way
to deal with an emergency situation involving a pet? This course will answer all these
questions and more.

You'll learn about pet nutrition and a variety of health and safety issues. You'll understand
how to treat and prevent parasites, including roundworms and heartworms. You'll even learn
the facts of life, as it pertains to dogs and cats.

You'll explore current thoughts on spaying and neutering, and how to deal with the very
emotional issues of euthanasia, pet loss, and how best to assist clients in a time of need.

Special lessons will target specific aspects of veterinary assistant duties. Did you know that
a veterinary assistant needs to dispense medications just like a pharmacist? You'll learn how
to interpret medical prescriptions that look like Greek scribbles to the untrained eye.

You'll also understand the hazards of working in a veterinary setting so that you can protect
yourself from x-ray exposure, infections carried by animals, and potential damage from teeth
and claws.



Veterinary hospitals are businesses, not just places of medicine, so you will also gain a
complete understanding of their economics - how income is generated and where it goes.
You will also explore marketing and communication because they are essential factors in
making a business successful.

Even if you are already employed in a veterinary hospital, you will find this course invaluable
in helping you understand the reasoning behind decisions and recommendations made by
veterinarians. And if you're a pet owner, this course will help you better assess the quality of
veterinary care your pets receive.
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